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retiring pension afterwards. While I was myself at Bedaa' the
uxorious Khaleefah paid a visit to the neighbouring town of
Dowhah, and there lightly espoused a fair sea-nymph of the
place, to be no less lightly divorced long before my return from
'Oman. No solemnity was spared on the occasion; jurists were
consulted, the dowry paid, public rejoicings were ordered, and
public laughter came unbidden; while Mohammed wasted the
hard-gained wealth of Menamah and Moharrek in the pomp of
open vice.

Zabarah, the largest of the island towns, indeed the only one
of any territorial importance, is the residence of one of the El-
Khaleefahs ; but it does not therefore claim any particular pre-
eminence over the remaining localities of the province.

But if the people of Katar have peace within, they are
exposed on the land side to continual marauding inroads from
their Bedouin neighbours, the Menfuseer and Aal-Morrah. The
former of these tribes is numerous and warlike, and their
favourite range of rapine or pasture extends from the fron-
tiers of Hasa to those of 'Oman proper near Sharjah. Few
nomade clans give more annoyance to the inhabited districts,
and few, if'accounts be correct, have amassed a greater amount
of ill-gotten opulence from plunder and bloodshed. These
marauders possess large droves of camels and flocks of sheep,
acquired and augmented at the expense of the villagers; and
from the barren desert hard by, their retreat when pressed by
danger, they bring their animals to pasture on the narrow strip
of upland that lies between the coast-hills and the DaimFu
Hence the necessity for the towers of refuge which line the
uplands: they are small circular buildings from twenty-five to
thirty feet in height, each, with a door about half-way up the
side and a rope hanging out; by this compendious ladder the
Katar shepherds, when scared by a sudden attack, clamber up
for safety into the interior of the tower, and once there draw in
the rope after them, thus securing their own lives and persons
at any rate, whatever may become of their cattle. For to scale
n wall fifteen feet high is an exploit beyond the ingenuity of
the most skilful Bedouin. At times the Mena^eer, emboldened
by impunity (for the people of Katar have no great pretensions
to warlike valour), attack the main villages, and carry off more